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Rule 1: Purpose, Scope, and Compliance

business disputes. These u es supp e ent and a i  the app i ati n of the Texas u es of 
i i  o edu e T  in the usiness ou t. itations to these u es ust fo o  the 
itation fo at  u be  su h as  .

The o a  u es i  be unifo  app ied in the Texas usiness ou t. o e e  pa ties 
ust fa i ia i e the se es ith the ou t s ebsite TJB | About Texas Courts |

Business Court tx ourts. o and the infor ation a ai ab e there, in udin an ud e- or 
division-spe i  pra ti es, standin  orders, the fee s hedu e, and various for s provided 
for the parties  onvenien e and use.

The Business Court C er i onitor fi in s for o p ian e ith the T C  and
the BC as to for . If a do u ent is de ient as to for , the C er a  return it for 

orre tion ithout a eptin  it. 

Rule 2: Assignment, Severance, and Consolidation

nder Texas overn ent Code  A. , to pro ote the order  and e ient 
ad inistration of justice, the Business Court jud es a exchan e benches and sit and act 
for each other in an  atter pendin  before the Court.

The ad inistrative presidin  jud e a  re-assi n cases for the purpose of e ua i in  the 
doc et. The tria  and a  in-person hearin s in a re-assi ned case i  re ain in the sa e 

ivision re ard ess of the jud e assi ned, absent the a ree ent of a  parties. When a case 
is reassi ned for an  reason, the assi ned jud e s for s, te p ates, and an  division-
specific uide ines and procedures overn.

A part is dee ed to a ree to this Court s supp e enta jurisdiction of an c ai , inc udin  
a counterc ai , cross-c ai , or third-part  c ai , un ess that part  oves to sever or 
other ise objects ithin da s after the ater of  the ovin part s appearance in this 
Court  or  the in  of the rst p eadin  or re ova  notice containin  fair notice of the 
c ai .

A otion to conso idate cases ust be ed in the rst- ed case.
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Rule 3: Case Information Sheet and Counsel of Record 

A Business Court Case Infor ation heet ust be ed concurrent  ith, and attached to, 
an  in  that initiates a ne  Business Court case. ubject to substitution or ithdra a , 
attorne s i  be inc uded in the counse -of-record ist on  if the  are identified on   the 
Case Infor ation heet   a part s initia  p eadin  in this Court   a fi ed notice of 
appearance  or  an  order rantin  pro hac vice ad ission. Attorne s shou d ensure their 
contact infor ation appears on one of the above fi in s to ensure receipt of e- ai  or other 
co unication fro  the court concernin  settin s and other case-re ated atters. 
Attorne s and their staff ishin  to receive service of an  fi in s, notices of hearin , or 
orders in a case ust a so subscribe for e-service ith - i e Texas. 

Rule 4: Case Management and Discovery 

(a) Scheduling Orders. ver  case i  be overned b  a schedu in  order. arties ust 
confer on and joint  e a proposed schedu in  order usin  the for  provided on the 
Business Court s ebsite for the assi ned jud e  i  ithin  da s fro  the rst 
appearance of an  defendant, or ii  if the action as re oved or transferred to the 
Business Court, ithin  da s fro  the in  of the notice of re ova  or the order 
of transfer. 

(b) Corporate Disclosure Obligations. The proposed schedu in  order ust be 
acco panied b  each part s corporate-disc osure state ent, identif in  a  
persons, associations of persons, r s, partnerships, corporations, uarantors, 
insurers, a iates, parent corporations, or other e a  entities ho or hich are 

nancia  interested in the outco e of the iti ation. If a ar e roup of persons or 
r s can be speci ed b  a eneric description, individua  istin  is not necessar . 
ater-joined parties ust e corporate-disc osure state ents ithin  da s after 

their rst appearance. ach corporate-disc osure state ent ust a so ist the na es 
of opposin  a  r s and/or counse  in the case. Governmental entities need not le 
a corporate-disclosure statement. Individual persons need not file a corporate-
disclosure statement unless any other persons, associations of persons, firms, 
partnerships, companies, guarantors, insurers, or other legal entities are financially 
interested in the outcome of the litigation. 

(c) Discovery Disputes. Motions under T C   throu h , or other ise re ated to 
discover  disputes, are overned b  the procedures be o . This ru e does not 
prec ude parties fro  see in  an i ediate ru in  b  te ephone on an  dispute that 
arises durin  a deposition that justi es such a conference ith the Court. The 
procedures be o  are a prere uisite to in  an  discover  otion, except otions 
to uash under T C  . , T . FI . C   . , and si i ar ti e-sensitive 
ru es or statutor  provisions. 
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(d) Discovery-Motion Prerequisite. 

. Summary of Dispute. Before in  a discover -re ated otion, a part  ust en a e 
in a thorou h, ood-faith atte pt to reso ve or narro  the dispute. If the dispute 
re ains unreso ved, then the part  see in  re ief ust e a etter su ari in  the 
dispute. ach such etter ust contain a certi cation that, before in  the etter, the 
part  en a ed in persona  consu tation ith the other parties and di i ent atte pts 
to reso ve or further narro  the dispute. The certi cate ust specif  the date s  of 
such conference, hich parties participated, the speci c resu ts achieved, and 

hether the parties discussed cost-shiftin , proportiona it , or a ternative discover  
ethods that i ht reso ve or narro  the dispute. Except by leave of Court, the 

summary must not exceed 700 words, excluding the certi cate  the certi cate must 
not exceed 300 words. 

. Response. Within 7 da s after a etter su ari in  a discover  dispute, an  other 
part  a  e a response etter, hich a  inc ude a certi cation respondin  to the 
certi cation in the su ar  etter. Except by leave of Court, the response must not 
exceed 700 words, excluding the certi cate  the certi cate must not exceed 200 
words. 

. Replies. o rep ies or further ritten ar u ents are per itted absent eave of Court. 

. Further Action. After the su ar  and an  response is sub itted, the Court a  
schedu e a te ephone conference ith counse , order a otion and brie n  on the 
dispute, provide further instruction, or issue an order if the Court, in its discretion, 
deter ines no further brie n  is necessar . If the parties  discover  dispute is not 
reso ved after satisf in  this discover - otion prere uisite, a part  a  e a 
discover  otion. 

. A etter under this ru e ust inc ude a certificate of co p iance statin  the nu ber 
of ords in the etter and the certificate of conference. The person certif in  a  
re  on the ord count of a co puter pro ra  to prepare the docu ent. 

(e) Cost Shifting. If a part  re uests cost shiftin , the part s otion or response ust 
state the a ount of costs that shou d be shifted, ho  that a ount as deter ined, 
and the basis for the re uested cost shiftin . 

Rule 5: Motions 

(a) Word Limits.  

i  The fo o in  ord i its app  

 iscover  otions and responses   ords 

 iscover  rep ies   ords 
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 A  other otions and responses  7  ords 

 A  other rep ies   ords. 

eave of court is re uired to exceed the ord i its or for an  further briefin . 

ii  These ord i its inc ude footnotes and endnotes but do not inc ude the case 
caption, an  index, tab e of contents or tab e of authorities, si nature b oc s, 
attached evidence, or an  re uired certi cates.  

iii  ach such docu ent ust inc ude a certi cate of compliance fo o in  the 
si nature b oc , hich ust state the nu ber of ords in the docu ent. The person 
certif in  a  re  on the ord count of the co puter pro ra  used to prepare the 
docu ent.  

(b) Deadlines & Form. Motions and responses ust be in ritin  and ust inc ude a  
supportin  ar u ents and authorities. A proposed order is re uired and ust be ed 
as a separate instru ent concurrent  ith the otion or response. n ess other ise 
ordered b  the court, an  response to an opposed nondispositive otion is due ithin 

 da s after the otion is fi ed and an  rep  is due 7 da s after the response is 
fi ed. These dead ines do not app  if the T C  contain a response or rep  dead ine 
for the t pe of otion fi ed.  
 

(c) Citations. rovide pinpoint citation for a  e a  authorit . Do the sa e for evidence. 
For instance, cite to pa e and ine for depositions, to pa e and para raph nu ber for 
a davits and p eadin s, and to pa e and section nu ber for contracts and si i ar 
docu ents. 

(d) Deleted. 
 

(e) Unopposed Motions. nopposed otions ust be abe ed nopposed  in the 
caption. These i  be considered and ru ed upon as soon as practicab e. 

(f) Extension of Certi cates of Conference. Certi cates of conference are re uired for 
a  re uests for re ief except dispositive otions un ess other ise provided herein. 
The conference ust be a eanin fu , ood-faith e ort to reso ve or narro  the 
dispute ithout the necessit  of court intervention. For ritten discover  disputes, 
the parties ust confer on each individua  re uest at issue. 

(g) Written Opinions. A re uest for a ritten opinion under T C  a  ust be 
ade ithin ten da s after the ritten order decidin  the atter.  

(h) Motions for Summary Judgment. A otion for su ar  jud ent i  be set for 
ritten sub ission on the ast business da  before the th da  after the otion s 

fi in  un ess the otion is set for a hearin  or a different sub ission date. 
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Rule 6: Mediation and Settlement 

(a) Mediation. A court a  refer a pendin  dispute to ediation, either on its o n or at 
a part s re uest.  

(b) Settlement. Counse  ust notif  the Court i ediate  of sett e ents or other 
a ree ents that obviate court settin s, tria s, or ru in s on pendin  otions. 

Rule 7: Emergency Relief 

(a) rior to or i ediate  upon in  an app ication for a te porar  restrainin  order 
or other ex parte re ief, the app icant ust notif  the Business Court C er . 

(b) The app icant sha  e a proposed order ith an app ication for e er enc  re ief. 

(c) Upon in  the app ication or no ater than t o  hours before re uestin  a hearin , 
the app icant ust e a certi cate si ned b  the in  attorne  or part  either a  
statin  that the app ication contains detai ed and speci c rounds supportin  a 
re uest for ex parte re ief or b  settin  forth the date, ti e, and anner of notice to 
opposin  parties. otice sha  inc ude de iver  to the opposin  parties, or their 
counse  if no n, of the app ication and proposed order. 

Rule 8: Removal and Remand 

(a) e ova  does not a ter an  dead ine i posed b  the Texas u es of Civi  rocedure. 
Dead ines under an existin  schedu in  order re ain in p ace unti  a ne  schedu in  
order is entered b  the Business Court. A  court settin s are vitiated upon re ova  
ho ever, the re ovin  part  ust apprise the Business Court of an  existin  court 
settin s in the re ova  notice ed under T C  . 

(b) The copies re uired to be attached to a notice of re ova  under T C  b  
ust be certified copies.  

(c) To be considered in the Business Court, an  otions pendin  at the ti e of re ova  
ust be re-fi ed in the Business Court and set for hearin  or sub ission accordin  

to these ru es. 

(d) The re ovin  part  ust fi e the notice of re ova  in the operatin  division of the 
Business Court containin  the count  fro  hich the case as re oved. 

Rule 9: Sealing Court Records 

(a) arties sha  not e unredacted trade secret or other con dentia  infor ation un ess 
the  ant it to beco e a pub ic court record. The court expects parties to draft their 
sub issions in a anner that does not disc ose con dentia  infor ation, redactin  
an  con dentia  infor ation not critica  to the in . 
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(b) Absent an e er enc , a part  see in  in camera revie  sha  send to the Court not 
fi e  unredacted copies of the records sou ht to be sea ed, at the option of the 
assi ned jud e   b  sendin  a secure in  containin  the records to the division s 
e ai  address at the do ain txcourts. ov, hich is posted on the Court s ebsite, 

 b  up oadin  to Case Center, or  as other ise a o ed b  prior arran e ent 
ith the court ana er. The records shou d be Bates nu bered. This re uire ent 

app ies to docu ents sent for consideration before a T C  7 a  hearin  on a 
otion to sea  court records and a so shou d be used to satisf  the re uire ents for 

de iver  of a sea ed enve ope  under Texas Civi  ractice and e edies Code  
A. . apers sub itted in camera for these purposes are not court records  

that are presu ed to be open to the enera  pub ic. ee T C  7 a a . 

(c) otice  ectronica  fi in  a docu ent ith -Fi e Texas s indicator Contains 
ensitive Data  does not sea  the docu ent, and the fi in  i  be avai ab e upon 

re uest of an  part  or non-part . 
 

Rule 10: Miscellaneous 

(a) Pro Hac Vice Applications by Nonresident Attorneys. A nonresident icensed 
attorne  ho ishes to appear in a case in the Court but is not icensed in Texas ust 
co p  ith u e  of the u es overnin  Ad ission to the Bar of Texas and Tex. 

ov t Code  . . See https //b e.texas. ov/non-resident-attorne -fee-info. If 
an attorne  has been ad itted pro hac vice in a case that is then re oved or 
transferred to the Business Court, that attorne  re ains ad itted pro hac vice and 
need not fi e a ne  otion for ad ission. For an  pro hac vice otion sti  pendin  
at the ti e of re ova  or transfer, the attorne  ust fi e an a ended otion for 
ad ission pro hac vice in the Business Court but is not re uired to pa  a second fee. 

(b) Vacation Letters. An attorne  or se f-represented iti ant a  e, in each case 
here the iti ant or attorne  is appearin , a vacation etter reservin  a reasonab e 

nu ber of da s, not to exceed four ee s ithin a ca endar ear, durin  hich no 
hearin s, depositions, or tria s are re uested to be set. A vacation etter does not 
vitiate an  existin  settin . If a atter is set in con ict ith a previous  ed 
vacation etter, the a ected person shou d brin  the issue to the Court s attention. 

(c) Arti cial Intelligence. Use of arti cia  inte i ence is not prohibited, but the in  
attorne  or part  is independent  responsib e for the accurac  of a  in s and ust 
co p  ith a  e a  and ethica  duties, inc udin  T C   and Civi  ractice and 

e edies Code, Chapters – . 

(d) Remote Proceedings. o part  or attorne  is re uired to appear in a re ote 
proceedin  in hich ora  testi on  is heard, but a part  or attorne  sha  be dee ed 
to a ree to re ote attendance at a court proceedin  under Texas overn ent Code 

 A. 7 e  and Texas u e of Civi  rocedure  un ess that part  or attorne  
fi es an objection to the re ote proceedin  ithin three business da s of the fi in  
containin  the notice or order of the settin . 
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(e) Amicus briefs: 

i  Leave Required. A part  see in  to fi e an a icus brief ust fi e a otion for 
eave to fi e that co p ies ith oca  u e  and is acco panied b  the 

proposed brief. 

ii  Contents of an Amicus Brief. An a icus brief ust avoid the repetition of 
facts or e a  ar u ents contained in the principa  briefs and ust focus on 
points either not ade or not ade uate  discussed in those briefs. The brief 

ust co p  ith oca  u e  and specifica  set forth, under separate 
headin s  

 the identit  and interest of the a icus curiae in the outco e of the 
iti ation  

 the source of an  fee paid or to be paid for preparin  the brief  and 

 disc ose hether an  part s counse  authored the brief in substantia  
part. 
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