
Court of Criminal Appeals of Texas 
════════════════════ 

Misc. Docket No. 25-003 
════════════════════ 

Approval of Technology Standards, Version 10.0 

════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 

ORDERED that:  

The Court of Criminal Appeals of Texas hereby approves the attached Technology 
Standards, Version 10.0, effective immediately.  The Technology Standards apply to documents 
filed electronically under Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 21 and Texas Rule of Appellate Procedure 
9. 

Dated: July 9, 2025. 





Supreme Court of Texas 
 

════════════════════ 
Misc. Docket No. 25-9036 

════════════════════ 
 

Approval of Technology Standards, Version 10.0 
 

════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 
 
 

ORDERED that:  
 
 The Supreme Court of Texas hereby approves the attached Technology 
Standards, Version 10.0, effective immediately. These standards apply to documents 
filed electronically under Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 21 and Texas Rule of 
Appellate Procedure 9. 
 
 Section 4.8.3 emphasizes that Rule of Judicial Administration 10(g) prohibits 
a court from requiring a party to use a local form and prohibits a clerk from rejecting 
a properly completed form approved by the Supreme Court or an organization under 
its control. Other changes are outlined in section 1.2. 
 
Dated: July 9, 2025.  
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available on criminal cases; Reworded section to 
standardize civil case categories/types across 
systems; Synchronized standard case types with 
those shown for the Document Access System. 

10.0 Added/Removed case types based on clerk 
feedback. Added source information on fields 
shown in document access. Clarified roles and 
permissions in document access. Clarified that 
courts cannot require parties to use local forms. 

July 2025 

1.3 DEFINITIONS 
Attachment – any unique supporting document including exhibits and proposed orders that 
are not defined in Rule 21 (a) of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure. 
Case-Level Data System – the statewide case-level data system provided by the Office of 
Court Administration. 
Digital Media – any files stored in an electronic format. This can include (but is not limited 
to) text, audio and video files. 
Document – a pleading, plea, motion, application, request, exhibit, brief, memorandum of law, 
order, or other instrument in electronic form. 
Document Access System – the statewide electronic court record system provided by the 
Office of Court Administration (currently Re:SearchTX). 
DPI – Dots per inch. 
Electronic Court Filing (ECF) standards – a set of non-proprietary extensible markup 
language (XML) and Web services specifications, along with clarifying explanations and 
amendments to those specifications that have been added for the purpose of promoting 
interoperability among electronic court filing vendors and systems. 
Lead Document – a document as defined by Rule 21 (a) of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure. 
If filing a single document, it is the lead document. 
NARA  - National Archives and Records Administration. 
NIEM – National Information Exchange Model – a partnership of the U.S. Department of 
Justice, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, and the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services designed to develop, disseminate and support enterprise-wide information 
exchange standards and processes that can enable jurisdictions to effectively share critical 
information in emergency situations, as well as support the day-to-day operations of agencies 
throughout the nation. NIEM was adopted formally by JCIT and is promulgated in data 
exchanges in Texas Administrative Code, Title 1, Part 8, Chapter 177. 
OCA – Office of Court Administration. 
OCR – Optical Character Recognition. 
PDF – Portable Document Format – for the purpose of these standards this is PDF 1.4 (ISO 
19005-1:2005 – Revised as ISP/NP 19005-1). This standard specifies how to use PDF for 
long-term preservation of electronic documents and is applicable to documents containing 
combinations of character, raster and vector data. 
PDF Distiller – a program or application that converts files into PDF files so that the printed 
appearance of a document is preserved regardless of the application used to create it. This 
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functionality is commonly seen as “Print to PDF”, “Save to PDF” or “Export to PDF”. 
PDF Software – software that conforms to International Organization for Standardization 
(ISO) 32000-1:2008. This standard specifies standards for creating (writing), reading, 
displaying and interacting with PDF documents. 
JCIT – Judicial Committee on Information Technology 

1.4 REFERENCES 
• NIEM – http://www.niem.gov 
• OASIS LegalXML Electronic Court Filing (ECF) specifications – http://www.oasis-

open.org/committees/legalxml-courtfiling/  
• VLC media player supported formats – http://www.videolan.org/vlc/features.html 
• Windows media player supported formats – http://support.microsoft.com/kb/316992 

2 SYSTEM DATA EXCHANGE STANDARDS 
In accordance with Texas Administrative Code, Title 1, Part 8, Chapter 177, information exchanges 
that occur between the various systems (electronic filing manager, case management, document 
management, etc.) should occur using the current OASIS LegalXML specifications. The OASIS 
LegalXML specification is a subset to NIEM.  

3 DIGITAL MEDIA STANDARDS 
In addition to content and formatting promulgated by the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, Texas 
Code of Criminal Procedure, and Texas Rules of Appellate Procedure, the following standards apply 
to digital media filed electronically or scanned from source records (filed after the effective date of 
these standards) by the clerk.  

3.1 DOCUMENTS 
A. An e-filed document must be in text-searchable PDF, using fonts specified in the PDF 

specification, on 8.5x11 page size, with the content appropriately rotated.   
 

B. When possible, the document should be generated directly from the originating software 
using a PDF distiller. 
 

C. Prior to being filed electronically, a scanned document must have a resolution of 300 DPI. 
Preferably, scanned documents should be made searchable using OCR technology.  
 

D. An e-filed document may not contain any security or feature restrictions including 
password protection or encryption and may not contain embedded multi-media video, 
audio, or programming.   
 

E. Documents may not contain package PDF’s.  PDF’s should not be embedded inside of 
another PDF. Documents may not contain embedded fonts. Each document must be a single 
PDF.  An appellate court may require that multiple PDF documents be combined into a 
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single PDF document and bookmarks used to separate content appropriately. The content 
of the document should not depend on bookmarks.   
 

F. Any e-filed document filename should contain only alphanumeric characters that are part of 
the Latin1_General character set. No special characters are allowed and the length of the 
filename should be restricted to 50 characters. 
 

G. Once accepted, an eFiled document remains available to the filer for download for 30 days. 
 

3.2 AUDIO/VIDEO 
A. The following media players are supported (specific audio/video formats can be found on 

each media player’s website): 
a. VLC media player (VideoLAN Organization) 
b. Windows media player (Microsoft) 

 
B. When an audio/video file is natively supported by at least one media player listed in these 

standards, the file must not be converted into another format. 
 

C. If an audio/video file is not natively supported by at least one media player listed in these 
standards, the file must be converted to another format supported by at least one media 
player listed. The original, any hardware requirements, and software needed to view/hear 
the original must be submitted as well.  
 

D. If modifications are needed to enhance the native audio/video, a copy of the original must 
be made. The modified copy (submitted in addition to the original audio/video) must also 
be generated in a format supported by at least one media player listed in these standards.   
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Product Liability – Other 
Other Injury or Damage 

Civil – Other Civil Administrative Appeal 
Antitrust/Unfair Competition 
Appeal from a Lower Court 
Bill of Review 
Code Violations 
Communicable Disease 
Cruelly Treated Animal 
Dangerous Dog 
Dog Causing Death or Serious Bodily Injury 
Driver’s License Suspension Hearing 
Emergency Mental Health 
Foreign Judgment 
Fraudulent Liens 
Garnishment 
Handgun License 
Intellectual Property 
Jones Act 
Judicial Review- Fraudulent Documents 
Lawyer Discipline 
Order for Entry and Property Retrieval 
Perpetuate Testimony 
 
Removal of Discriminatory Provision 
Securities/Stock 
Small Claims 
Tortious Interference 
Toll Road 
Tow Hearing 
Transfer Structured Settlement Payment 
Rights 
Truancy 
Turnover 
Writ of Sequestration 
Writ to Retrieve Judgment 
Other Civil 

Civil – Real Property Condemnation 
Eminent Domain 
Partition 
Quiet Title 
Tax Appraisal 
Trespass to Try Title 
Other Real Property 

Civil – Related to Criminal Matters Expunction 
Judgment Nisi 
Non-Disclosure 
Occupational Driver’s License 
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Motion 
Motion for New Trial 
Motion to Revoke Probation/Adjudicate Guilt 
No Fee Documents 
Notice 
Notice of Appeal 
Notice of Non-Disclosure 
Pleas 
Proposed Order 
Reinstatement with Cost 
Reinstatement without Cost 
Request 
Report/Return 
Sanctions Toward Effective Probation (STEP) 
Statement of Facts Form 
Subpoena/Summons 
Waiver 
Warrants 
Writs 
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Docketing Statement 
Exhibit 
Exhibits - Exempt 
Letter 
Mediation Document 
Motion 
Motion - Exempt 
Motion for Emergency Relief 
Motion for Emergency Relief - Exempt 
Motion for Rehearing 
Motion for Rehearing - Exempt 
Original Proceeding Petition 
Original Proceeding Petition - Exempt 
Original Proceeding Response 
Other Brief 
Other Document 
Petition for Discretionary Review 
Petition for Permissive Appeal 
Petition for Permissive Appeal - Exempt 
Reply to Petition for Discretionary Review 
Response 
Sworn Record 
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• Filing Code 
• Court Number 
• Party names on document(s) 
• Attorney/Party email address(es) 
• Required forms 
• Information required by Statute 

identification of 
children by 
name and DOB 
 
TRCP 79 
 
Civil Practices 
and Remedies 
Code 30.015 

Incorrect Formatting Please resubmit the document 
• By rotating the document so that the 

file mark will appear in the upper 
right corner 

• In text searchable PDF 
• Directly converted to PDF if possible. 
• With a 300dpi resolution 
• With a page size of 8.5”x11” 
• With no embedded fonts 

TRCP 21 (f)(8) 

PDF Documents 
Combined 

You have submitted multiple documents for 
filing in a single PDF. The file-mark will only 
appear on documents submitted as lead 
documents. Please file all lead documents as 
separate PDF documents. 

 

Illegible/Unreadable Please resubmit in a format that is legible.  
Sensitive Data Please resubmit with all sensitive data 

redacted: 
• DL, SSN, Passport Number, Tax ID 

Number, Government Issued ID 
Number 

• Bank Account Number, Credit Card 
Number, Financial Account Number 

• Birth Date, Home Address and name 
of any person who was a minor when 
the suit was filed. 

 

TRCP 21c (a-f) 
TRAP 9.10 
 
 

Filer’s Request The filer requested that this filing be 
returned.  

 

Judge’s Request The judge requested that this filing be 
returned 

 

Unable to Process 
due to eFile System 

The filing was unable to be processed due to 
a technical difficulty with the document by 
the eFiling processing system. Contact your 
EFSP for more information.  

 

 

4.8.5 DESIGNATED CONTACT FOR RETURNS FOR CORRECTION 
For any document that is returned for correction, the Clerk’s contact information along with 
the username of the person returning the filing shall be provided unless the Clerk designates 
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Garnishment Protected 
Style 

 31  

Habeas Corpus Protected 
Style 

 31 

Name Change    
Protective Order    
Removal of Disabilities of Minority    
Temporary Authorization for Care of 
Child 

   

Unaccompanied Alien Child    
Other Family Law X  31 

Family– Parent-Child 
Relationship 

Adoption/Adoption with Termination    
Child Protection    
Child Protection (Gov. Code 24.620)    
Child Support Protected 

Style 
 31 

Custody or Visitation Protected 
Style 

 31 

Gestational Parenting    
Grandparent Access Protected 

Style 
 31 

Parentage/Paternity/Voluntary 
Legitimation 

Protected 
Style 

 31 

Termination of Parental Rights Protected 
Style 

 31 

Other Parent-Child Protected 
Style 

 31 

Family– Post-
judgment Actions 

Enforcement Protected 
Style 

 31 

Modification – Custody Protected 
Style 

 31 

Modification – Other Protected 
Style 

 31 

Family– Title IV-D 
(OAG Use Only) 

(Title IV-D OAG Use Only) Establishment Protected 
Style 

 31 

(Title IV-D OAG Use Only) Paternity Protected 
Style 

 31 

(Title IV-D OAG Use Only) Interstate – No 
TX Cause 

Protected 
Style 

 31 

(Title IV-D OAG Use Only) Interstate – 
Existing TX Cause 

Protected 
Style 

 31 

(Title IV-D OAG Use Only) Enforcement Protected 
Style 

 31 

(Title IV-D OAG Use Only) Intervention Protected 
Style 

 31 

(Title IV-D OAG Use Only) Other – Billed Protected 
Style 

 31 

(Title IV-D OAG Use Only) Other – Not 
Billed 

Protected 
Style 

 31 








