COVID-19 Operating Plan for the City of Woodbranch Municipal Court

Recognizing tlie need to ensure the health and safety of litigants, atiotricys, visitors, court staff,

fudges, and other individeals entering the buildings housing the coticts, the cotrts of Cn‘y of
Woodbrench Municipal Court will implement the following protective measures:
General

1.

All jndges will comply with the Emetgency Orders issued by the Supreme Court of Texas and
Court of Criminal Appeals, including conducting in-person proceedings ageording to the
guidance issued by the Office of Court Administration regarding social distancing, maximum
group size, and other restiictions and precaritions,

2. Ali Judges wilt use all reasciable efforts to condiet procesdings remotely,

3.

Theé presiding judge of the municipal court will matntain regular commumication with the local
health authority, and mayor | and adjust this opérating plan as necessary with sonditions in the
ey,

4.1 udges will begin setiing non-esserifial "in-pers‘an‘_p‘mceec‘iiﬁgs- ng-sooner than June 1, 2020
Judge and Court Staff Health

1.

Indgesand court staff who can perform the essential functions of their fob remotely will
telework when possible,

2.7 udge atid Court Staff Monitorme Requiretents: COVID-19 Questionnaive for defendanis,

dnfrared Thermomeder Use and Staff Traiving

3. Tudges er courtstaff who feel feverish or have measursd temperatires equal to or greaterthan

99.6°F, orwith siew or worsshing sigas o symptoms o COVID-19-such as cough, shortmess of
Bieath or difficulty breathing, ¢hills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore
hroat, loss of taste or smell, diarthea, or having Imown close cottact with 2 pérson whe is
confirmed to have COVID:19 will not be permitied to enter this building and should wek
medical advies,

" & “Judges-and courtsialiwill be reqiired to wear fice coverings, practice: soaial distanicing, and

‘pragiics appropriate hygiene recommendations atall fime.

5. Protective Measures: Staff tratning, Infrared thermometer, COVID- 19 questionnaire, Social

distancing i the court room; Plexiglass guards (o profect sty Protective weer for staff;
Makers will b placed on floors, inhallways and the exterior of the building to ¢nsure proper
soctal a’rstzmcmg and recommend telephonic contactwith the vilnerable population.

Scheduting

L.

The following court schedules are established 1o reduce beoupansy in the court building:
Occupaney will be veduced 1o 10 seréened defendaits ai & fime.

mﬂnerahle Po puiamns

1r

Suoh a3 high bl@od pzessure chromc bmg ri;sease d}.abetes Qhesny, asﬂama, and those Whuse
inmune systems ars sompromised such 45 by chemotherapy fot caticer or other conditions
requiting such therapy are considered to be yulnerable populations.

2. Each judge will tclade information on.orders setting hearifigs, dockeéts notices, and in other

comypunications notifying individuals who are in vulnetable populations of the abiliy 1o
contact the-court fo-identify themselves as avulnerable individual and receive
accommodations. A notice with this information will be posted on the sourts” websites and in
conspicuous locatiofis aroutid the court building (4 copy of which 1§ attacked).

. Virlnerable populations who are scheduled for cowt will bs accommoddted by felephone or

mail.



Sogial Distancing:
1. Aw persons not from the same household who are permitted in the court butlding will be
Tequired to maibitain adequate social distancing of at least 6 feet.
2. No more than tiwo individuals nof from this semie household will be pérmitted in an elevator. If
roare than one itwdividgal Fram the same Wouseliold is In an slevator, o oiher dividualg will
‘be permitted in the slevator.
3. Each restroom has been evaluated to detormine the appropriate capacity o ensute social
distansing and the maximum capacity has been posted on cach restroom door.
4 public sormen areas, including breakrooms and snackrooms; have been closed to the public.
Gallery
5. The maxinum number of persons permitted in the gallery of sach courtroom fias been
determined and posied. The maximum capacity of the courtroom will be monitored and
etiforced by court staff,
6. The gallery of the courtroom has been marked to identify appropriate social distancing it the
scating. Seating is limited to every ather row.
Well
7. Tn each courtronm, the connsel tables, Witmess stand, judge’s berich, and clerk, court reporter,
atid bailiff seating have been arranged in such z way so that there is social distanding of at least:
7 6 foet between sach space.
Hyglene
1. Hand savitizer dispensers have been placed at the efittances to the building, outside of elevators
on e4ch floor, oatsids of cachcourizoom, and outside of bathrooms.
2. Tissues havebeen placed niear the door of the.courtroom, at tounsel tables, at the witness stand,
onthe judges” benchies, and if the hallways,
3. The Departsment of $tate Health Service's “Stop the Spread vf (erias Flyer™ has been posted in
mulfiple locaticns on ¢ach Hoor of the court building.
Sereening
1. When individuals attempt to enter the-coutt building, the police depurtment will ask the
individuals if they ate feeling feverish; have a sough, shoringss of breath, or difficulty

breathuig; orhave béeh i close contact with a person who 'is-confiemied to-have COVID-19,
Individuals. who.indicate yes to any of these questions will be refused adinitiance to'the court
building.

2. When individuals attempt.to enter the court building, e police ‘department will use an trfrared,
thenmometor to deferming the tentpirature of the individual. Individuals whose temperature
egpaly or exeseds 100.0°F will be refused admittance fo the court building,

3.  Inmates being transported from the jail to the court building will be sereened for symptonis of
COVID-19 and have their rempeiature taken prior to tansport. Imates with symptoms ora
temperatuze equal to or above 99.6°F will not be transported to-fhe cong: building,

4, Staff who ate:screening ihdividuals éntering the court building will be provided personal
protective equipment, including face masks and gloves.
Face Coveringy
1. All individuals entering the court building will be fequiréd to wear face covetings at all times,
2. Individuals will be envotiraged to bring clath face coverings with them, but if the individual
doss 1ot have a cloth face covering, & disposable face mask will be provided.

3. Individuals-who will be required to be in the court buildirg for over 1 howr will be provided

surgical masks and required to wear them whils in the 6urt building if the supply is available.
Clesning

1. Comtt bmld’lng cleanmg stafl will clean the common areas of the court building so that common
spaces are cleaned at least weekly.



2 Conrt buﬂﬁmg eléaning suaff will clean flie courtrooms between every hearing, between
‘moerning and afternoon proceedings, and at the end of each day the courtrooni is used.

3. :Court building éleaning staff have been provided cleaning supplies shown to be-effective with
this corpravirus,
4. Conrt building cleaning staff have been trained on proper cleaning techniques and provided
 appropriate personal protective ¢quipicnt.
Other
Exit path to. enconrage socidl distancing wheve deferdiants will not be expected to-cross paths with
eéch dther and/or staff.

I have attempted to confer with all judges of courts with conttrooims ih the court building regarding
this Operating Plan, Tn developing the plaii, I eonsulted with the local healily authority and mayor,.
documsmatwn of which is atiached fo this plan. I will ensure that the judges of courts with courtrooms
in the gonrt building covered by this Operating Plan condumt proceedmgs congistent withi the plan..

Date: 5/11/2020

Cowrt




COVID-19 (Cor us) Screening
Questionnaire

Vulnerable Populations

Individuals who are over age 63 and individuals with serious
underlying health conditions, such as high blood pressure,
chronic lung disease, diabetes, obesity, asthma, and those
whose immune systems are compromised such as by
chemotherapy for cancer or other conditions requiring such
therapy are considered to be vulnerable populations.

Name: , Date:

311 63 Vi)

Please ciri:lae the a‘ppmpri#te rESponses.

1. Do you currently have symptoms of a respiratory infection?
» NO
v YES — (If s0, please indicate yout symptoms)

Fever  Shortuness of breath  Cough  Sore throat
Loss of Smell  Loss of Appetite

2. Have you traveled outside the state or country within the
‘past 30 days?
« NO
. YES ~(I£ YES, When? And Where?)

1. Have you been exposed t0 someone who has tested positive
or diagnosed with COVID-197
= NO .
. YES ~ {If YES, When? And Where?)

Provider recommendzations {circle one):
WORK BONOT
WORK






