COVID-12 Operating Plan
for the Municipal Court of Port Neches, Texas

Recopnizing the nesd to ensure the heslth and safety of litigants, attosneys, visitors, court

stufl, judges, aod other fndividuals eutiring the buildings housing the wouts, the Mumieigg) Cous
of Port Neches will implement the following protective messures:
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The: Fort Noches Murdsipal fudges wil] comply with the Emergsney Ordars issued Bry thic
Supwremne Courtof Texas snd Court of Criming! Appeals, incheding vonducting in-persen
procesdings according to the guidance fssued by the Offee of Cou Advwinistration
regarding social distaneing, waximum groug sive, and other restrictions sad TRCCALtiS.
All judges will use all reasonable efforts w vonduct proceedings remobely,

The Mumicipal Judee will maintain regular communication with the local health muthority
and adjust 3his operating plan as necessary with conditions in the Chmmamity,

Judges will begin setting non-essentisl in-perstn procesdings no sooner s Jung 1,

- Jodges and court gl whe can perform the essmtial Smetiods of their job vemobely will

telewernd when possible,

Judges or count stalf who foul feveriah or Bave toeasued TespeTaisres eguad (0 of greater
than 99.6°F, or with new or worsening signs or symgpenns of COVID-19 such a5 cough,
shortness of breath or sty breathing, ¢hills, repeated sbiaking with chills, musele
pain, headache, snte throat, loss of taste or smell, diavehes, or birving Tonovwn slvse comiac
with o geerson wh 15 confirmed to have COVID-19 will 1t Be permibted to enter the
biilshing wnd should seek medical advice, ' :

. Judpes and court stedf will be required to wesr fage eoverings, practice sosisl distancing,
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1. Individusis

and practioe spproprizte hygieos recommendaiions when in pubilic aveas of e Belumicipal

wre aver age 05 and individuals with serous vndedying health
eonditions, soch as kgh blood pressurs, chrome Tung disease, disbetes, ubesity, ssthme,
s those wheose Dnmuee Systoms sre Sompromised such g by chemothempy for cancer
o otlwr conditions requiring such Siicapy are considered to be sulnesabdhe popalations,
The Court will inchude informution ou orders setting hearings, dockels notices, and i
other comsmunicatipns notifying individuals whe sre in volnerable populations of ths
abnlity 10 eontact the conrt io Jdentify themsed ves 25 3 vulnereble individua! and receive
seconvnodations. A notics with this informstion will be posted on the courls” websites
ared in congpienoes loentions around the court tilding {2 copy of which is atsctued).
Velnerable populutions who are scheduled for court witl be soemmmadated ot the
diswretion of the Judge.




. Adl persons pot from the same household who are peomitied in the vourt bailding will be

mequired 1o maintain adoguate sockal distancing of st least 6 fest. _ _
Each restroon) has bevn evalusted to determing the appropriate capacity 1o ensure. sacial

distonging end the maxiom capacity has been posted on each vestroom door,

Fublie common areas, have been elosed o the public. _

They anscivvurn meamtber of persons permitted in the gallery of the conrtroom has been
deterimived syl posted. The maximun copacity of the courbroom witl be moritored s
anforesd by oo stafl)

Ve gailery of the courroom has bevs marked 1o identify spprepriate social distoing in
the sealing, Seating i lmited to svery other mw,
I each eoustroons, he counzsl tables, witness shoerad, judpe’s beneh, and clesk and baitiff
seating have been wrranged in sech 4ty 5o that thers i3 apeial distancing of at Tasst 6
Tt atwvoen each space.

Hygiene

- When fndividunls sitempt to enter the coud building, seres

- Hand sanitizer dispensers have been placed at the watrances to the building, eutside of

elevators on each foor, outside of each courtromm, aed patside of bathiopma,

- Wipes have been ploced near the door of the couttroom, at counsel tables, ot the witness
stand, on the judpes’ benches, ond in the hallways,

Thes Uepariment of Stoe Hoalih Serviee’s “Stop the Spread of Germs Flyer™ has been
posted in moultiple lovations on eioh fAoor of the court building,

g personnel will sk the
individuals if they wre Fesling feverish; have a cough, shoriness of bogth, or diffieuliy
brauthing; or have betn in close contact with 2 person who is eonfirmed to have

COVID-19. Individuals who indicste yes o 2

i

y of Bese guistions will be sefosed
aditaunes ty e oot building, ' '

] dividuals attempt to srter the court building, sersening personne] weil use gy
infrared or ather approved thermometer to deferming the tempenature of the individual,
Individualy whose temperatare squals o execeds TOLDE will be refused admittames o
fhier conart budidiog, ' ' _

Biaf¥ who are soreening individusls eatering the opurt builting will be pwnvided personal
profective equigien, including mosk snd gloves,
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All individuals entering the coust building will be required to wear feoe ooverings i gl
T,

Fodividls will be encouraged 1 bring olofh face coverings with thican, bt if the
individual does 5ot have 2 cloth face sovering, a disposable face mask witl be prgrwigded,
Enadividunls swho will be reguised 1o be in the courr building foe over | hoor will be
prosidied surgical masks snd reguived to wesr them while in e epvrt building if the
gapnly s ovailalsle



Clranine
1. Cours building ¢leaning stuff will clean the commen aress of the court building so that
ey spaces ave chesned at Jeast every four (43 busurs,
-2, Court building cleaning staff will clean the conrirooms betwesn every hearing, bewest
meming and aftemoon proceedings, and ot the end of each day the sourtromm is waed,
3, Court building clesming stoff have been provided clesning supplies shown to be effective
with this commavitus.
4 Conrt building cleaning stafl have been trsined on proper cleaning technigues and
proviced appropriate personnl protective squigment,

LELIN TN

I have atternpred fo confer with all judges of courts with cowlooms in the sourt bailding
regarding this Operating Plan. In developing fhe glan, | consulied with e Tocs! healily agharity
and the Emergeney Management Coondinaror for the City of Port MNeches, documentation of
which ¥s attacbed to this plan. §will ensure that the pedges of courls with coorteoiss in the oourt
bulchmg wonvered by this Dperating Plan vonduct proceedings consistent with the plan.

Dlate: May 27, 2020

Bruce ‘ﬂfﬁg{k@, Wluminipal Sadee
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K. Pl Cerstenhern, D"

City of Paet Meches, Local Health Authorsity

Paul Melson, Binergency Manapement Coordinusor
Caty of Por MNeches, Texa



b Conrt bailding cleaing st vill clean the commnn e nf e et bisilding so thu
ERTU St e claaved at Tt ey fue [ Busar, _

2. oot busibding clesning stafFodll eleam he Latartromns hetinton every bawing, hetivesn
uisivimntry e fhermeos prooding, il Bl o] it ey s cominitvasen B nead

A ot baildiig edeaniog stalf o basp providud slesning sopplics dsown o b effitive
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Cleaning

1. Court building cleaning staff will clean the common areas of the court building so that
common spaces are cleaned at least every four (4) hours,

2. Court building cleaning staff will clean the courtrooms between every hearing, between
morning and afternoon proceedings, and at the end of each day the courtroom is used.

3. Court building cleaning staff have been provided cleaning supplies shown to be effective
with this coronavirus,

4, Court building cleaning staff have been trained on proper cleaning techniques and
provided appropriate personal protective equipment.

Other

I have attempted to confer with all judges of courts with couttrooms in the court building
regarding this Operating Plan. In developing the plan, I consulted with the local health authority
and the Emergency Management Coordinator for the City of Port Neches, documentation of
which is attached to this plan. I will ensure that the judges of courts with courtrooms in the court
building covered by this Operating Plan conduct proceedings consistent with the plan.

Date: May 22, 2020

Bruce Gregory, Municipal Judge

Reviewed by:
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K. P!u/ Gerstenberg, D; 0“-——*“’)

City of Port Neches, Local Health Authority
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{ Paul Nelson, Emergency Management Coordinator
City of Port Neches, Texas




