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COVID-12 Operating Plan for the City of Onalaska Municipal Court

Recognizing the need to ensure the health and safety of litigants, attorneys, visitors, court
staff, judges, and other individuals entering the buildings housing the courts, Onalaska Municipal
Court will implement the following protective measures:

General

1, The Municipal Court Judge will comply with the Emergency Orders issued by the Supreme
Court of Texas and Court of Criminal Appeals, including conducting in-person proceedings
according te the guidance issued by the Office of Court Administration regarding social
distancing, maximum group stze, and other restrictions and precautions,

2. The Municipal Judge will use afl reaspnable efforts to conduct proceedings remotely.

3, The Municipat ludge will maintain regular communijcation with the local health autharity and
Mayor and adjust this operating plan as necessary with eonditions in the city. The Municipal
Judge will begin setting non-essentlal in-person proceedings ng sooner than june 1, 2020

Judge and Court Staff Health

1. The judge and court staif who can perform the essential functions of their job remately will
telework when passibla.

2. The Judge or court staff who feel feverish or have measured temperatures equal to or greater

~ than 99.6°F, or with new or worsening signs or symptoms of COVID-19 such as cough,

shortnass of breath or difficulty breathing, chills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain,
headache, sore throat, loss of taste or smell, diarrhiea, or having known clase cantact with a
person who is confirmed to have COVID-18 will not be permitted to enter the building and
should seek medical advice.

3, The Judges and court staff will be required to wear face caverings, practice social distancing,
and practice appropriate hygiene recommandations at all time.

Scheduling

1. The following court schedules are established to reduce occupancy in the court bullding;
‘Only ten Defendants in the Courtroom per setting.

Vulngrable Populations

1. Individuais who are gver age 65 and individuals with serious underlying health conditions,
such as high blood pressure, chronlc lung disease, diabetes, obasity, asthma, and those whose
immune systems are compromised such as by chemotherapy for cancer er other conditions
requiring such therapy are considered to be vuinerable populations, o

2. The Judge will include information an orders setting hearings, dockets notices, and in other
gommunications notifying individuals who are in vulnerahle populations of the ability to
eontact the court ta tdentify themselves as a vulnerable individual and receive
accommodations. A notice with this information will be posted on the courss’ websites and in
conspicuous locations areund the court building (a copy of which is attached).
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Sacial Distancing

1. All persons not from the same househald who ars permitted in the court building will be
reduired 1o maintain adequate social distancing of at least 6 feat. :

2. Each restroern has been evaluated to determine the appropriata capacity to ensure social
distancing and the maximum capacity has bean posted on egch rastréorm door.

8 Public common areds, Including break ropms and snack rsoins, have bizen clased to the
publie. ,

Gallery

&, The maximum nuriber of persons permittéd in the gallety of each courtroom hag béen
deterrningd and posted. The maxlmum capatity of the sourtrosm will kg manitored and
gnforced by sourt staff.

8. Th gallery of the courtronm has been marked to identify approprigte sacial distartsing in the
seating, Seating s imlted t avery other row.

& In each courtroom, the counssl tablas, witnass stang, Judge s Bench, and clark, court reperter,

" and balliff seating have biaen srranged In Zuch o way so that thera is sosial distancing of ay

least 6 faat batween each space. ' -

sglen

4. HWand sanltier dispansers have bean placad af the entrances to the bullding, outslde of aach

. covrteoam, and outsids of bathraoms.

2. Tissues have besn plaged ngar the door of the cdurtroom, at eounsel tables, at the witness
stand, on the judges’ benghas, and In the hallways.

3. ‘The Department of State Haslth Sarvice’s “Stop the Spread of Germs Flyar” has been posted in
the court bullding. -

1. When individualz atiempt to anter the court bullding, the Court Balllf will ask the individuals
if they are feeling favarish; hava a.cough, sheriness of braath, o diificulty bireathing, chills,
musele pain, sore throat, loss of tasté or smell, diarrhea; or bave been in ¢lose contact with a
person wha is sorifirmed to have COVIB=19, Indlviduals who indicate ves to any of these
guestions will be refused admlttante to the coutt building,

‘2, When individuals attempt 16 enter the court building, the Court Bailiff will use an infrared
tharmometer to daterring the tarmpearature of th Individusl, Individuals whise température
equals or gxcaads 98.6°F will be refused admittanea o the tourt building.

'3, Inmates belng travisported fram the Jall to the court bullding will be sereened for symptomms of
COVID-19 and have thelr tafmparaturs taken peior to transpart, Inmates with symptoms of a
temperatute equal to or abave 94.8°F will not be transported to the sourt builting.

4. Staff who are scresning Individuals entering the aourt buitding will be provided personal
protective gquipment, inclutling & face disposable mask and fage shield.




06/04/2020 THU 12:17 FAX 9366462833 f004/005

Face Coverings
1. AJl individuals entering the court building will be required to wear face coverings at all times.
2. Individuals will be encouraget] to bring cloth face covarings with them, but if the individual
doas not have a ¢cloth face covering, a disposable face mask will be provided.
3. Individuals who will be required to be in the court building for over 1 hour will bie provided
surgical masks and required to wear them while in the court building if the supply is availabla,

Cleaning

1. Court building cleaning staff will clean the commen areas of the court building so that
common spaces are cleaned st least every four hours,

2. Court bullding cleaning staff will clean the courtrooms bstwaen evéry hearing, between.
morning and afternoon procesdings, and at the end of each day the courtroom is used.

3, Court building cleaning staff have bedn provided clenning supiplies shown to be effective with
this Corénavirus/Cavid-18, ,

4. Court building cleaning staff have beeri tiained on proper tleaning teshnigues ang provided
appropriate- personal protective equipment.

t have conferred with the Mayor on this Operating Plan. in developing the plan, | corisulted with the
Iocal heaith suthority and, documéntation of which is attached to this plan. | will engure that the
Judge and staff of the court with a courtroom in the City Hall coverad by this Operating Plan conduct
proceedings consistent with the plan.

Date:5/19/2020

Presiding Judge of Municipal Couft
Gity of Onalaska, Folk County, Texas
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Vulnerable Populations

Coronavirus/Covid-19

. The Onelaska Municipal Court will begin limited in-person hearings staﬁing Monday, J wne 1,2020.

The Judge will include information on all orders setting hearings, docket notices, and in other
commugications notifying individuals who are in vulnerable populations (individuals who are over age
65 and individuals with serious underlying health conditions) of the ability to contact the Court to
identify themselves as a vulnerable individual and receive appropriate accommodations for your

setting.
Please contact the Court prior to your setting date if this applies to you,




