




b. inquire as to what, if any, accommodations could be made which would allow the individual
with a disability to participate.

3. When an individual is incarcerated, a judge shall:
a. determine whether the facility has the technological resources or facilities to allow the

incarcerated individual to participate in the hearing;
b. if the facility does not have the technological resources to allow the inmate to participate in a

Zoom videoconference, determine whether the inmate could participate in a meaningful
manner by telephone (audio only).

4. When an individual is otherwise unable to participate in a hearing via videoconference or by audio
only, a judge shall determine whether the individual can effectively participate in the proceeding by a
sworn statement made out of court as permitted by the Emergency Orders of the Supreme Court of
Texas.

5. Ifno accommodation is available, the judge shall determine ifa continuance is warranted, balancing
the risk to public health and safety with the need to resolve the particular case.

6. If no accommodation is available and the judge determines a continuance is not warranted, the judge
may permit the hearing to occur in-person under the precautions and protocols in the approved in­
person operating plan.

Having completed the required re-certification, I am submitting it to you in your role as Regional Presiding 
Judge. I understand and have communicated to the judges with courtrooms in county facilities that no in­
person hearings will be permitted on or after January 11 until I receive an acknowledgement from you that 
the re-certification meets the requirements of OCA's Guidance. 


