COVID-19 Operating Plan for the Washington County
| Judiciary

Recognizing the need to ensure the health and safety of litigants, attorneys, visitors, court
staff, judges, and other indlviduals entering the bulldinigs housing the courts, the courts of

Washington County, Texas will implement the following protective measures:

General

1. All judges will comply with the Emergency Orders issued by the Supreme Court of Texas and
Court of Criminal Appeals, including conducting in-person proceedings according to the
guidance issued by the Office of Court Administration regarding social distancing, maximum
group size, and other restrictions and precautions. '

2. All judges will use all reasonable efforts to conduct proceedings remotely.

3. The local administrative district judge will maintain regular communication with the local
health authority and county judge and mayor and adjust this operating plan as necessary with
conditions in the county : :

4, Judges will begm setting non- -essential in-person proceedings o sooner than June 1, 2020

Judge ang Court Staff Health

1. Judgesand court staff who can perform the essentsal functions of their job remotely will
telework when possible. Judges and court staff will not enter the courthouse when there is a
fikelinood that they may have COVID-19 and courts should take reasanable steps ta protect
Jjudges and court staff from contractmg COVID-18.

2. }udge and Court Staff Momtormg Requ:remenﬁs
}udges or court staff whc} feel feverish or have measurﬁd temperatures equal to or greater
than 92.6°F, or with newor worsening signs or symptoms of COVID-19.5uch as caugh
shorthess of breath or dsfﬂcu!ty breathing, chz!ls, rapeaied shaking with chills, muscle pain,
headacha, sore throat, loss of taste or smell, ‘diarrhea, or having known close contact with a
person who is confirmed to have COVID- 19 w:ll not be permitted to enter the bullding and
should seek medical advice.- :

3. Judges and court staff may wear face coverlngs as needed, practice soclal distancing, and
practice appropriate hygiene recommendations at ail time,

4. Protective Measures: Washington County will provide judges and court staff with masks.

Schedui!ng

1. The following court schedules are established to reduce occupancy in the court buliding:
Courts shall schedule cases minimizing the number of people in the courtroom to no more
~ then 50 % capacity of available seating at a time in the courtroom. Each Court shall schedule
hearings as they know best to fit the need of their dockets and caseloads while following the




guidance provided by the Office of Court Administration and the orders from the Texas
Supreme Court and the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals.

Vuinerable Pogulations

1. Individuals who are over age 65 and Individuals with serious underlying health conditions and

those with compromised immune systems are considered to be vulnerable populations.

Each judge will include information on orders setting hearings, dockets notices, and in other
communications notifying individuals who are in vulnerable populations of the ability to
contact the court to identify themselves as a vulnerable individual and receive
accommodations. A natice with this information will be posted on the courts’ websites and in
conspicuous locations around the court building (a copy of which Is attached).

Vulnerable populations who are scheduled for court will be accommodated by resetting the
case to a later date, allowing the party to appear by phone or allowing the party to appearin
court by the video means as approved by the judge hearing the case.

Social l}:stanci ng

1. All persons not from the same household who are permitted in the court buﬂdmg will be
requtred to maintaln adequate socisl distancing of at least 6 feet, -

2. ‘No'more than two individuals not from the same household will be perm:tted ir an elevator, If
mare than one individual from the same household Is in an eievator no other individuals will
be permitted In the elevator. .

3. Eachrestroom has been evaluated to determine the. appmpnate capacity to ensure soe:aa!
distaricing and the maximum capacity has been posted ofy each restroom door,

'Gaﬂery |

4, The maxemum number of persons permitted i in the ga%iery of each courtroom has been
detérmined and posted. The maximum tapscﬂy efthe courtroor will be monitared’ and
enforced by court staff. :

5. The gallery of the courtroom has been marked to ;dent:fy appmpriate ssml distancmg In the
seating, Seating Is Ii mtted to every other row.

Weif | |

6. In each courtroom, the z:munse& tables, witness stand, Judge s bench, and clerk, court reporter,
and bailiff seating have been arranged in such 3 way so that there is soclal dastancmg of at
least 6 feet betweaen each space.

Hyglene

1. Hand sanitizer dispensers have been placed at the outside of each courtroom.

2. Tissues have been placed near the door of the courtroom, at counsel tables, at the witness
stand, on the judges’ benches, and in the hallways.

3. The Department of State Health Service’s “Stop the Spread of Germs Fiyer” has been posted in

multiple locations &n each floor of the court bullding.




Screening

1.

z_l.)‘

when individuals attempt to enter the court building, the deputy or secufity officer will not let
visibly ill peaple enter the building. '

Individuals entering the building will not be allowed to bring bags into the building.

People will not be allowed to bring children to court unless they are witnesses in a case,
Inmates being transported from the jail to the court building will be screened for symptoms of
COV?D 19 and have their temperatﬂre ta’ken ptior o transport. tnmates with symptoms or &
Staff who are screenmg mcimduals entering the court bu:ldmg will be provided personal
protective equipment, including gloves, masks and hand sanitizar,

Faca Coverings

1.
2.

individuals entering the court building will be allowed to wear face coverings.
Individuals will be encouraged to bring cloth face coverings with them, but if the individual
does not have a cloth face covering, a disposable face mask will be provided.

Ciem‘;mg

1

Other

Court busidmg cieanmg staff WH! ciean the common areas of the court bunidmg 50 that
cormon spaces are cleaned as often as possible. -

Court buﬂd ing cleaning staff will provide cleaning wipes to the courtrooms. Attorneys using
counsél tables will wipe down the table. before they use them. Colrt buaidmg cleaning staff
will clean the courtrooms at the'end of each day the colrtroom is used,

Coutt building c!eamng ‘staff hava been provided cleaning supplies shown to he effective with
this coronavirus:

Couirt building cieamng staff have bean tramed on proper cleanmg techmques and provided

appropriate personal protectsve equipment. .

If needed attach specific rules from each court.




 have attempted to confer with all judges of courts with courtrooms in the court building regarding
this Operating Plan. In developing the plan, | consulted with the local health authority and county
judge, documentation of which is attached to this plan. | will ensure that the judges of courts with
courtrooms in the court building covered by this Operating Plan conduct proceedings consistent with
the plan.
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| have attempted to confer with all jJudges of courts with courtrooms in the court building regarding
this Operating Ptan. In developing the plan, | consulted with the local health autharity and county
judge, documentation of which is attached to this plan. | will' ensure that the judges of courts with
courtrooms in the court building covered by this Operating Plan conduct proceedings consistent with

the plan.
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i have attempted to canfer with all judges of courts with courtrooms in the court bullding regarding
this Operating Plan. In developing the plan, | consulted with the local health authority and county
judge, documentation of which is attached to this plan. | will ensure that the judges of courts with
courtrooms in the court building covered by this Operating Plan conduct proceedings consistent with

the plan.
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