GOVID-19 OPERATING FLAN FOR THE TYLER COUNTY JUDICLARY

Recognizing the need to ensure the health and gafety of
LLtannlﬂ,.aLhmxn@ymg visitors, court shaff, Judgea, and other
individuals entering tha bulldings hou sing the courts, the
courts of Tyler County will implement the Tollowiig protective
meaburas
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1o ALL judges will comply with the Emergenay Orders issued by
the uuprwmﬂ Court of Texsas and Court of Uriminal Anpeals,
Ineluding QQL@HGLHIQ person proseedihgs according to the

gricdance issued by the Flwe of Court Admwm1fLLm%iQn
regamdinw social distancing, maximyi group size, and other
restrictions and ptcma tions,

Ruﬁuj‘”fﬂgw, will tse all ressonal arts to condust

proceedings remotely.

3. The logal administrative Judges shall maintaln Teg.
communication with tha county Judge, and the co aunty mdge
will maintain regular comnunication with the local health
authority and adiust this operating plan as necessary with
conciitions in the gounty,

SJudges will begln getting non-essantial T s on
proceedings no gooher than June 1, 2020,
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1. Judges and court staff who can perform the essertial
functions of their Job remotely may telework when pesdible.
2 N¢JUaigcu and Court Staff Monitoring Requirvements
- ALLD Judges and staff wi 1Ll be recuired to be screened
daily with temperature checks and a -
medical/travel/exposure screani

g form upon antnry
Lnto courtroom and/or court ofFices. A thermometer
1




and screening forms will be provided by the county
for each department.

3. Judges or court staff who feel feverish or have measured
temperatures equal to or greater than 99,6 °F, or with new
or worsening signs or sympltoms of COVID-10 such as cough,
shortness of breath or difficulity breathing, chills,
repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore
throat, loss of taste or smell, diarrhea, or having known
close contact with a barson whe is confirmed to have COVID-
19 will not be permitted to enter the building and ghould
seek medical advice. _

4. Judges and court stafrf will be required to wear face
coverings, 1if bractical, practice social distancing, and
bractice appropriate hygiene recommendations at all times.

5. Protective Measures: Strict handwashing and sanitizing of
all surfaces and materials used in the offices and
courtroom will be maintaiped. The use of hand
sanltizer/washing of hands should be done immediately upon
entering the building.

Seheduling

1. The following court schedules are established to reduce
ocaupancy in thea court bullding:

a. hach court will stagger the times of all hearings in
order to maintain social distancing requirements and
avoid more than 10 persons gathered in the courtroom
o In areas around the courtroon,

b. Court dockets will be reduced in size and scheduled
appropriately to comply with social distancing and
courtroom occupancy requlrements.

¢. ALl Jail ceses will be done remotely when possible
to comply with social distancing and courtroom
ecupancy reguirements.

d. AlL litigants seeking the court’s services should
‘ schedule an appointment whenever possible.

Vidharable Powulatione

R A TR AT e Tt At
1. Individuals who are over age 63, individvals with serious
underliying health conditions, individuals



L

1.

4.

Immunocompromnised, and Individuals who are pragnant are
considered to be vulnerable populations,

Bach judge will include infoermation on orders setting
hearings, docker notices, and in other communications
notifying individuals who are in vulnerable populaticng of
the ability to contact the court to identify themselves as
a2 viulnerable individual and receive accommodations. A
notice with this information will be posted on the courts’
websites and in conspicuous locations around the court
building (a copy of which is attached) .

Vulnerable populationsg who are scheduled for court will be
accommodated by the option to participate remotely.

foaial Distancing

All personsg not from the same household who are permitted

in the court building will be reguired to maintain adequate
social distancing of at least ¢ feet.

- No more than two individuals not from the same household

will be permitted in an elevator. Tf more than one
individual Zrom the same household is in an elevator, no
other individuals will be permmitted in the elevator.

Each resltroom has been evalusted to determine the
appropriate capaclty to ensure social distancing and the
raximun capacity has been pested on each restroom door.
Public common areas, including breakrooms and snack rooms,
have been closed Lo the public.

Gallery

5.

(o))

The maximum number of persons parmitted in the gallery of
each courtroom has been determined and posted. The maximum
capaclity of the courtroom will be monltored and enforced by
court staff, .

The gallery of the courtroom has been marked to identify
appropriate social distancing in the seating. Seating is
limited to every other row.

Well

7.

In each courtroom, the counsel tables, wiltness stand,
judge’s bench, and clerk, court reporter, and balliff
seating have been arranged in such a way 80 that there is
social distancing of at leaslt 6 Feet between each space.
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Hyglare

R RIS TIT

1. Hand sanitizer dispensers, if available, have baen rlaced
et the entrances to the building, outgilde of elevators on,
each Lloor, outside of each courtrconm, and outslde of
bathrooms,

2. Disgues, 1f avallable, have been placed near the door of
the courtroom, at counsel tables, at Lhe witnhess stand, on
the judges’ bhenches, and in the hallways.

3, The DRepartment of State Health Service’s "Btop the Spread
of Germs Flyer” has been posted in multiple locatlons on
eachn floor of the court building,
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L. When individuals attempt to enter the court bullding, the

Security Checkpolnt Officers will ask and/or require a
screening form to determine 1f individuals are Feeling

feverish; have a cough, shortness of breath, or difficulty
bhreathing; or have been in close contact with a person who
ls confirmed to have COVID-19. Individuals who indicate vas
to any of these questionsg will be refused admittance to the
court bullding,

2. When Individuals attempt to enter the court building,
securlty Checkpoint Officers will use an infrared
thermometer to determine the temperature of the individual.
Individuals whose temperature equals or exceeds 99.6°F will
oe refused admittance to the court building.

3. Transport officers and inmates being transported from the
jall to the court building will be secreened for symptoms of
COVID~19 and have thelr temperature taken priocr Lo
~ransport. Inmates with symptoms or a temperature egual to
or above 89.6°F will not be transported Lo the court
bullding.

4. Inmates cleared by the jall screening to enter the court
building will be screened again upon entrance to the court
building, as well as the transport officers.

. 8tafll who are screening individuals entering the court
building will be provided personal protective eguipment,
wnelduding face coverings and disposable gloves, if
avallable.

£

4



Fage.Soverings
1. ALl individuals entering the court building will be
required to wear face coverings at all times, if practical.

2. Individuals will be encouraged to bring cloth face
coverings wlth them, but if the individual does not have a
cloth face covering, a disposable face masgk or Face
covering may be provided, if avaeilable.

3. ALL transport officers and inmates entering the court
oullding are required Lo wear face coverings at all times.

el a1 n

L. Court building cleaning staff will clean the common areas
cf the court building so that cowmon spaces are cleaned at
~east every Lwo to three hours.

2. Court building cleaning staff will clean the courtrooms
between every hearing, between morning and afternoon
proceedings, and at the end of each day the courtroom is
used,

3. Court bullding cleaning staff have bean provided cleaning
supplies shown to be effective with this coronavirus.

4. Court building cleaning staff have been trained on proper
cleaning techniques and provided appropriate personal
crotective equipment.

Qihar

FPlease watch the following video. It will help county employees
and the public understand the daily screening and hygiene
procedures:

httpgx//www;youtuba,com/watqh?vmwﬁﬂaamﬂlqu




I developing the plan, T consulted with the logal bheallth
authorily and county judge. I will ensure that all District
Judges, CPY and A Judges, and othaer courts covared hy this

Uperating Plan are glven a copy of i Plan and are aware of i
raadings consistent with the plan. i
. 22722 ,
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L have attempted to confer with sll Judges of courks with i
conptrooms in alil court budldings ragarding this Upﬁiakanq WPrLan.
In devalopd ing the plan, as County Judee, I consulted with fthe

local health authority. I will ensure thel the Judges of courts
with «ourtrooms in the court bulldings covered by thia Operating !
Plan sve given a copy of this Plan and are aware of conducting |
proceecings consistent with £he plan, E

Date: ﬁj@%_ - , 2020, |
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Public i“]ﬁrl 1th Authority ;
Tyler County
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Ken Jobe,” -

Emaergency Mansgement Coordinator

Tyler county
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VULNERABLE POPULATION |

ACCOMMODATIONS g

THE FOLLOWING VULNERABLE POPULATIONS WILL BE %

ACCOMMODATED RE EGARDING COURT FEARINGS ;
PURSTUANT TO THE OPFRATIN (3 PLAN QF THE TYLER

COUNTY JUDICIARY:

TNDIVIDUALS WHO ARE OVER AGE 65 !
INDIVIDUALS WITH SERIOUS UNDERLYING HEALTH
COMNDITIONS

INDIVIDUALS IMMUNOCOMPROMISETD
INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE PREGNANT
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ALL INDIVIDUALS IN THE VULNERABLE POPULATION
CA .!t BGORY EM YE THE GPTION TO E”AMH&“‘MW THREMOTELY.
CONTACT THE COURT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION.




