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Why the Change?

• Salinas decision 

• Complexity

• Interim Charges
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The Basics of SB 346

• 2 Consolidated Court Costs for each court level
• State consolidated criminal court cost
• Local consolidated criminal court cost

• Redesignation as Fines or Reimbursement Fees
• Costs that are punitive are now designated as fines
• Costs that are to recoup the cost of services provided during the 

course of the case are now designated as reimbursement fees
• No change in whether they are mandatory or optional

• Redirection of funds to legitimate criminal justice purposes
• Several costs are now placed into dedicated funds that can only be 

used for legitimate purposes
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The Effective Date – JP/Municipal Courts
1/1/209/1/19

Old CC/Fines

Old CC/New STF

Old CC/Fines

New CC/Fines
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The Effective Date – County/District Crts
1/1/209/1/19

Old CC/Fines

Old CC/New STF

New CC/Old Fines

New CC/New Fines
Gov’t Code Sec. 51.608 - Notwithstanding any other law that 

establishes the amount of a court cost collected by the clerk of 

a district, county, or statutory county court… the amount of 

a court cost imposed must be the amount established under 

the law in effect on the date the defendant is convicted of 
the offense.
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The Distribution of the Court Costs, Fine, 
& Reimbursement Fees

• Court Costs
• Local Gov’t Code Secs. 133 and 134 lay out the distribution of the 

consolidated court costs into specific funds by certain percentages
• State allocates the state consolidated court cost

• Auditor/treasurer allocates local consolidated court cost

• Fines
• In the past, the only fine was the general fine that stayed with 

city/county.

• Now, the statute for the fine will indicate where the fine goes.

• Reimbursement Fees
• Used to reimburse city/county or third-party for service provided.

• Statute will indicate where the funds should go.
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HB 2048 – State Traffic Fine

• State traffic fine increased from $30 to $50

• Effective for offenses committed on or after 9/1/19

• Only assess this fine if the defendant was convicted of a 
rules of the road offense under Subtitle C, Title 7, Transp. 
Code (i.e., Chapters 541-600)

• “Conviction” includes deferred adjudication and deferred 
disposition.

• 4% to the county/city as a collection fee and 96% is directed 
to the state

• Allocation used to be 5%/95%
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What is a conviction?

• General definition of “conviction” does not include deferred 
adjudication or deferred disposition.

• Specific court cost/fine/reimbursement fee statute may alter 
the general definition of “conviction”

• Court costs/fines/reimbursement fees in Local Government 
Code use definition that includes deferred 
adjudication/disposition.

• Unless otherwise defined, court costs/fines/reimbursement 
fees in Code of Criminal Procedure do not include deferred 
adjudication/disposition.

• Time payment reimbursement fee was moved from LGC to 
CCP and no specific definition was included = no longer 
applies to deferred adjudication/disposition 
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Imposing the court costs, fines, 
reimbursement fees at sentencing

• Court costs
• Total in the judgment

• Become payable once a bill of costs is produced 
(district/county/JP/municipal) or ready to be produced (JP/municipal)

• Fines
• As part of punishment, should be pronounced at sentencing and 

made a part of the judgment

• Detailed listing being added to felony judgment forms

• Reimbursement fees 
• Total in the judgment

• Should be detailed in bill of costs
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SB 346 in light of SB 1913 (85R)
• Last session, law amended 

to require judges to consider 
ability to pay at sentencing

• Nothing about SB 346 
changes that

• Several provisions of SB 346 
reinforce last session’s changes

• Judges can reduce or waive 
court costs, fines and/or 
reimbursement fees

• Mandatory 
costs/fines/reimbursement 
fees can be assessed and then 
reduced or waived
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Available Resources
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Questions?
For questions after the webinar, please reach out to Margie Johnson, 

Assistant General Counsel for OCA, at 512-463-1625 or 
Margie.johnson@txcourts.gov. 

mailto:Margie.johnson@txcourts.gov

