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CriminalAppealsCivilAppeals

--Jurisdiction--

SUPREMECOURT
(1 Court -- 9 Justices)

MUNICIPALCOURTS
(877Cities-- 1,310Judges)

2

COURTOFCRIMINALAPPEALS
(1Court -- 9 Judges)

JUSTICEOFTHEPEACECOURTS
(834Courts -- 834Judges)

3

--StatewideJurisdiction--

--Jurisdiction--
--Jurisdiction--

Finalappellatejurisdictionincivil
cases andjuvenilecases.

COURTS OFAPPEALS
(14 Courts -- 80 Justices)

DISTRICTCOURTS
(418Courts -- 418Judges)

COUNTY-LEVEL COURTS
(472Courts --472Judges)

--RegionalJurisdiction--

--Jurisdiction--
(Establishedin418DistrictsContainingOneorMoreCounties)

(OneCourtinEachCounty) (Establishedin79Counties) (Establishedin8Counties)

(EstablishedinPrecinctsWithinEachCounty)

--Jurisdiction-- --Jurisdiction-- --Jurisdiction--

ConstitutionalCountyCourts (254) CountyCourts atLaw(202) ProbateCourts(16)

Intermediateappealsfromtrialcourts
intheirrespective courtsofappeals
districts.

Limited jurisdictionover
civilmatters,mostunder
$100,000.
Limited jurisdictionover
misdemeanorcriminal
matters.
Appeals from
lowercourts oronthe
recordfrommunicipal
courtsofrecord.

denovo

Limitedprimarily
toprobatematters.

Finalappellatejurisdictionin
criminalcases.

StateHighest
AppellateCourts

StateIntermediate
AppellateCourts

StateTrialCourts
ofGeneraland
Special Jurisdiction

CountyTrialCourtsof
LimitedJurisdiction

LocalTrialCourtsof
LimitedJurisdiction

Originaljurisdictionincivilactionsover$200or$500,
divorce,title toland, contestedelections.
Originaljurisdictioninfelonycriminalmatters.
Juvenilematters.

1

10DistrictCourtsarenamedCriminalDistrictCourts;someothers
aredirectedtogivepreferencetocertainspecializedareas.

Originaljurisdiction incivilactions
between$200and$5,000.
Probate(contested mattersmaybe
transferred toDistrictCourt).
Exclusiveoriginaljurisdictionover
misdemeanorswith finesgreater
than$500orjailsentence.
Appeals fromlowercourts
or ontherecordfrommunicipal
courts ofrecord.

de novo

Criminalmisdemeanors punishablebyfineonly
(noconfinement).
Exclusiveoriginal jurisdictionovermunicipal

criminalcases.
Limitedciviljurisdiction incasesinvolving
dangerous dogs.
Magistratefunctions.

4ordinance

Civil actions ofnotmore than$5,000.
Smallclaims.
Criminalmisdemeanors punishableby

Magistratefunctions.
fineonly(noconfinement).

--StatewideJurisdiction--

3 AllJusticeofthePeaceCourtsandmostMunicipalCourtsarenotcourtsofrecord.Appealsfromthesecourtsarebytrial inthecounty-levelcourts,andinsomeinstancesinthedistrictcourts.denovo

2 SomeMunicipalCourtsarecourtsofrecord--appealsfromthosecourtsaretakenontherecordtothecounty-levelcourts.

4 Anoffensethatarisesunderamunicipalordinanceispunishablebyafinenottoexceed:(1)$2000forordinancesthat governfiresafety,zoning,andpublichealthor(2)$500forallothers.
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1 Thedollaramountiscurrentlyunclear.SeedistrictcourtssectionofSubjectMatterJurisdictionoftheCourts.


